
 
 

In Memory of  
 

Gunner 
WILLIAM MATTHEW LONGWILL 

1898, 13th Bde.  
Australian Field Artillery 

who died age 27 
on 8 October 1918 

 
Son of John and Lucy Longwill, of Old Sandgate Rd,  
Albion, Queensland. Native of Warwick, Queensland. 

 
Remembered with honour 

BELLICOURT BRITISH CEMETERY 
 

 



 
The family of W.M. Longwill had strong connections with rural 

industries on the Darling Downs. Two sons of the family were occupied 

as managers on properties, while their parents John and Lucy Longwill 

lived in the Brisbane suburb of Albion. Both sons joined the AIF. The 

younger son, known in the family as Bill, was William Matthew 

Longwill.  Bill signed up first, in Brisbane, at the age of 24 years and 3 

months, on 17 August 1915. His brother, Charles (Chas), joined a year 

later, at the age of 27. 

The brothers were born at Warwick, about 90 kilometres south of 

Toowoomba. They both attended the Toowoomba Grammar School, 

Charles graduating in 1905 and Bill three years later. Bill was a tall lad of 

6 feet, weighing 161 pounds, with a dark complexion, brown eyes and 

black hair. He was of the Church of England religion. 

With his strong rural background Bill was firstly posted to the Light 

Horse as part of the 13th Reinforcements of the 5th L. H. Regiment, made 

up mostly of Queenslanders.  He sailed from Brisbane on 3 January 1916 

aboard A55 Kyarra. At some point before he reached Egypt he was 

transferred to the 2nd L. H. (also from Queensland), but once at the bases 

in Egypt, following the withdrawal from Gallipoli, Bill became part of the general re-organisation of the AIF 

that occurred to allocate forces for service in Europe and the Middle East.  He was transferred to the artillery 

and embarked for France on 20 June 1916 as a gunner with the 14th Field Artillery Brigade (AFAB). 

Bill Longwill served with distinction in several artillery units in France: the 14th FAB, until September 1916; 

the 25th FAB until January 1917; and the 13th FAB through 1917 and 1918. He was involved in the Somme 

campaign of 1916 and the Ypres battles of 1917, where many artillerymen lost their lives. In 1918 Bill took 

part in the defensive battles to stop the German advances of March and April. In May he was gassed in 

action but was able to return to his unit after two weeks. When the Allies went over to the offensive in 

August Bill was near Wiancourt in France.  Early in the morning of           8 October 1918, Bill’s battery was 

preparing to open fire to continue the attack. At about 4.00am, a German aeroplane attacked their position. 

A bomb blast killed Bill and three other gunners.  

The records of the Red Cross hold several eye-witness accounts of the bombing that took the lives of the 

artillerymen, just before dawn, as they were about to open up on the German lines. Bill’s comrades 

described him as a “jolly fine chap”; and, “there was no more popular man in the battery”. Bill was “badly 

knocked about” with extensive wounds and died almost instantly. He was buried early the next morning by 

Chaplain Rev McQueen, in the Bellicourt British Cemetery (grave I.B.5), about 12 kilometres north-west of 

St. Quentin. He lies there today, one of 1200 British and Australian soldiers.  

Bill Longwill was one of the last Australian soldiers to die in combat in the Great War, having served over 

three years. His brother Chas, also an artilleryman (Charles Longwill 3378), was able to attend his funeral. 

Chas survived the war, returning in 1919.  Bill’s parents received his medals, plaque and scroll.  
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